* I would like to thank Federico Buccellati (Tubingen) 2 The first campaign was conducted in 1924, the followfor reading and correcting the English manuscript. ing three from 1927 to 1929. Cf. Du MESNIL DU BUISSON 1 For the identification, cf. Du MESNIL DU BUISSON 1927; 1926 , 1927a , 1927b , 1928 , 1930 , and 1935 on the political role of Qatna, cf. K LENGEL 2000. between the two rooms. In the northern part of the building an underground corridor was dis covered, which sloped downwards towards the north. It gave access to the royal tomb at the very northern edge of the palace area, which was dug into the natural rock cliff below the upper town.
The objects found within these two spots help us to date precisely the destruction, while the foundation date is still based on architecture and ceramics.
The Architectural Evidence
Although just the eastern and the northern limits of the building have been precisely defined so far, it turned out that the palace extended over an area of at least 135 m x 100 m. It was therefore one of the largest known buildings in Bronze Age Syria. Cf. AL-MAQDISSI et al. 2002; N OVAK and PFALZN ER 2000 , 2001 ,2002 and 2003 Work in the Bronze Age palace of Qatna is a co-opera (Fig. 5 ). The inventory of these subterranean rooms, including the tomb itself, was still in situ.
In the filling debris of corridor AQ a part of the royal archive consisting of 67 complete or fragmentary tablets was found. It was originally deposited in a room located at least in part above the corridor. As a result of the destruction by fire of the palace, the roof of the corridor (which was also the floor of the archive room) collapsed.
To the west of the reconstructed archive room, above the subterranean corridor, there was an extended room (Q) at the northern edge of the palace, which may be identified as a kind of "panorama room". It was connected with a small courtyard to the south and two corridors to the west. The two corridors gave access to Room N, a square room with polychrome wall paintings inside.
Room N was adjoining the basement Room U in the north-western corner of the palace. Here a cistern was cut into the natural bedrock ( Cf. PFALZNER infra. MARGUERON 1982: 209ff. and HEINRICH 1984: 68ff. palaces of this period follow quite different lay out patterns. After the architectural indications, the ceramics found within the palace give the most precise information used in reconstructing the chronolo gy of the palace. The majority of well-stratified pot tery assemblages belonged either to the fill layers (= Phase G 9 in the stratigraphical sequence) sealed by the floors of the palace (= Phase G 8) or to the layer of its latest use (= Phase G 7). Most of the sherds from Phase G 9 date to the Middle Bronze Age I and the transition from Middle Bronze Age I to II (Fig. 7) . A type found in relatively high percentages is a flat bowl with a slightly retracted rim. An example is sherd MSH 99G-q0253-2, another one with a larger rim diam eter is MSH 99G-q0118-l). Comparisons can be found throughout Western Syria like Hama, Ebla, An indication for the dating of the destruction horizon of the palace is found in the ceramics from Phase G 7, the latest occupation phase of the palace. A high number of sherds and vessels were found in Room G, the so-called Salle des Jarres. 18 As published elsewhere, the majority appar ently dates to the Late Bronze Age I, but is mixed with a number of Middle Bronze Age sherds.
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Another very important find area is corridor AQ with the royal tomb. The material belongs not only to the subterranean rooms, but also to the above chambers including the archive room which, in the destruction of the palace, fell into the spaces below.
The most frequent type of pottery found here is that of a flat bowl or a deep plate without pro nounced rim (Fig. 8) Mesopotamia.
In the debris of Room BJ, which was originally located above the antechamber, and inside the royal tomb some luxury goods of specific pottery wares were discovered: two goblets of the socalled "N uzi-Ware" found inside the tomb and three bowls of Cypriote "White-Slip-II-Ware" were discovered in the filling of the antechamber next to sherds of large storage jars.
A long discussion has taken place about the definition, nature, chronology, and distribution of the so-called "N uzi-Ware" (Fig. 9) . 20 One of the major questions is its relation to the so-called Fi g. 9 Two beakers of "Nuzi -Ware" found i nsi de the Royal Tomb (photo by K. Wita) "Nuzi-Ware" appears to have been closely con nected with the Mittani empire: In a chronological sense, the ware is not attested in levels which pre date the formation of the empire in the late 16 th century, and it became less frequent after its destruction in the 14 th century. 24 The spatial distri bution of "Nuzi-W are" stretched from Northern Syria to the Zagros Ranges, matching exacdy the empire's area of political expansion. We find quite good parallels for our material in the "NuziBeakers" found in the palace of Level IV in Alalah.
25
The three bowls of "W hite-Slip-II-W are" were found in Room BJ above the antechamber of the royal tomb, close to a storage jar (Fig. 10) To connect the archaeological information with the relative and absolute chronology, one should present a brief overview of the history of Qatna, as known from external sources and the cuneiform tablets found in the palace.
External Sources about the History of Qatna
As known so far, the toponym of Qatna does not appear in textual sources of the 3 rd millennium BC, neither in Ebla nor in Mesopotamia. Since archaeological m aterial indicates an occupation of the site of Misrife it seems it had another nam e during that period. If a recently proposed identification is right, the first m ention of Qatna was in the so-called "Sinuhe-tale" dating to the reign of Pharaoh Sesostris I. Byblos, who is also mentioned in the archive of Zimri-Lim of Mari.
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N early nothing is known about the history of Qatna during the following centuries until the so-called "Amarna-Period". Historical sources seem to confirm that Qatna was a small vassalstate under the control of the Mittani empire during this period. 43 The city is mentioned sev eral times by Egyptian kings who passed by the city during their campaigns to Syria. 44 At that time, the city was inhabited by Amorites and Hurrians, as is attested by the onomasticon of the "Inventory of the Temple of Belet-Ekallim" found in the palace of Qatna during the French excavations. 45 Some names of kings are men tioned in these texts without any precise dating: N aplimma, Sinadu, Haddu-nlrari, Ulasuda and Idadda. N one of them were known from other sources so far. 46 The last known king of Qatna was Akizzi, who wrote at least four letters to the Egyptian king Akhenaton (Amenophis IV, 1349-1333 BC 47 ) with the request for support against the aggressive Hittite king Suppiluliuma I (ca. 1343-1318/6 BC 48 ).
The Hittite sources mention the siege and destruction of Qatna during his so-called "oneyear-campaign" to Syria. 49 Still, there is no proof that both events are one and the same. Although there is some evidence of an occu pation of the site after this event, it is obvious that Qatna had lost its importance. There is just one possible appearance of the toponym of Qatna in the tablets of Emar that date to the thirteenth century BC. Unfortunately none of the texts of the archive give a precise date to help to connect them with the chronology of Late Bronze Age Syria. At least, a "King of Hatti" is mentioned who was raiding in Northern Syria and who is said to have "destroyed" the Mittani empire. Now, there are two possibili ties: Either the well known campaigns of king Suppiluliuma I against Mittani and its Syrian vassals as mentioned in the so-called "Sattiwaza-treaty" (CTH 51) and the "Deeds" (CTH 40) , 54 city itself until the 13 th century. The climax o f its po wer was, based o n the material kno wn so far, during the reign o f Is c I-Hadda, an ally o f SamsiAdad I o f Assyria (Fig. 12) . It was the time no t o nly o f military and po litical po wer but also o f extrao rdinary co mmercial and eco no mic impo r tance, as reflected in the texts found in Mari.
Nothing is known about the circumstances and the date of Qatna's loss of independence. It became a vassal of Mittani empire in the late 16 th century. As the letters of the recently discovered archive of Idanda prove, the king of Qatna was still able to make his own policy to a certain degree. Anyhow, the conflicts between the main powers of the time involved all of the S yrian kingdoms and made it difficult to find a balance between the empires. It seems as if the kings of Qatna failed in this respect, so that its importance vanished towards the end of the 14 th century BC.
CONCLUSION
Now let us finally reconsider both archaeological and epigraphic evidence to establish the chronol ogy of the palace of Qatna (Fig. 13 ). Abandonment surface above occupation levels
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